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Chapter 16
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Sribhagavan uvaca
abhayam sattvasamsuddhir
jAidnayogavyavasthitih
danam damas ca yajfias ca
svadhyayas tapa arjavam [1]

Translation — SrTbhagavén said, “Courage, sattva, purity of natural character,
well-set in knowledge and yoga, charity, restraint, worship, self-study, penance,
and simplicity.”

Exposition — Time Conscious great persons become free from physical
limitations by practicing yoga-karma, and thereby settling in Samadhi, become
fearless by uniting with the entire creation. Such great persons, by awakening the
entire consciousness of their mind, attain purity by becoming free from the
blemish of ignorance. Having realized the true character of their self, they are
engaged in self-study. They never give up this ancient yoga-karma so as to
provide inspiration to others. These knowers of the true character of the Time
bless the seekers of this ancient discipline of yoga and thereby perform the
penance of the bestowal of knowledge.
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ahimsa satyam akrodhas
tyagah santir apaisunam
daya bhutesv aloluptvam
mardavam hrir acapalam [2]

Translation — Non-violence, truth, absence of anger, sacrifice, not being critical,
compassion towards all creatures, absence of greed, tenderness, modesty and
absence of rashness.

Exposition — Those who have awakened the entire consciousness of their mind
have already given up their limitedness. Being without desires, they are free from
anger as well. Having already accomplished the objective of becoming Time
Conscious, they become calm. They are established in the Truth by knowing the
true nature of the ultimate Truth. In this state of theirs, whatever they say
happens to be the truth. Owing to the realization that the three gunas are the
manifestations of the Time, they do not criticize anybody.

They appear resolute because of their establishment in the immensity. They
appear extremely tender, both physically and mentally.
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tejah ksama dhrtih saucam
adroho na ‘timanita
bhavanti sampadam daivim
abhijatasya bharata [3]

Translation — Brilliance, forgiveness, patience, purity, benevolence, humility,
Oh Bharat! are intrinsic to divine wealth.

Exposition — They become brilliant by knowing the true character of the
brilliance of all brilliance, the unbearable brilliant Time. That brilliance can be
seen around the heads of such great persons as the golden aura by a little
focused observation. Having known the reality of the corporeal aggregate, they
seem to be full of forgiveness and patience. Settled in an even disposition, they
behold all persons as equal. They have already been purified in the fires of yoga.
They observe the ultimate brilliant Time manifested in all the creatures and
thereby become free of self-pride. All these characteristics are evident in those
great souls, who become divine by knowing the true character of the ultra
brilliant Time.
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dambho darpo ‘timanas ca
krodhah parusyam eva ca
ajfiianam ca ‘bhijatasya
partha sampadam asurim [4]

Translation — Oh Partha! Hypocrisy, arrogance and pride, anger, scathing
speech and ignorance, these are the characteristics of the one born with demonic
exuberance.

Exposition — The ordinary people, most of whose mental competencies are
dormant, have a trivial tendency for annoyance. They assume themselves as the
most intelligent and are full of pride. They pass their life in anger and in issuing
scathing speech as they cherish so many petty desires. Such persons, who are
ignorant about their latent divinity, are said to have devilish tendencies.
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daivi sampad vimoksaya
nibandhaya ‘suri mata

ma Sucah sampadam daivim
abhijato ‘si pandava [5]

Translation — It is presumed that divine abundance leads to absolution and
devilish exuberance causes bondage. Oh Pandava! Be consoled! You are born with
divine abundance.

Exposition — The great persons who rise above the physical limitations by
knowing the divine presence within them through a valorous practice of yoga,
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realize death and by becoming free from the attraction of life within their lifetime
become ‘Jivan mukta’. Such liberated persons do not mourn those, who are

limited in physical limitations, are ignorant about their divinity, and have devilish
tendencies.
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dvau bhatasargau loke ‘smin
daiva asura eva ca

daivo vistarasah prokta
asuram partha me $rnu [6]

Translation — Oh Partha! Only two types of embodiments - divine and devilish
are created in this world. Divine has been already elaborated; now know from Me
the devilish nature.

Exposition — Mainly only two types of personalities are observed in mankind.
The first consists of those great persons who achieve divinity by awakening their
immense consciousness by themselves; and the second consists of those devilish
persons who are ignorant about their divinity that is fenced within physical
limitations.

After elaborating upon the characteristics of Sthitarajna great persons, Lord
Srikrisna now narrates the characteristics of devilish persons for the future
generations, through the medium of Arjuna.
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pravrttim ca nivttim ca
jana na vidur asurah

na $aucam na ‘pi ca ‘caro
na satyam tesu vidyate [7]

Translation — The devilish are unaware of both, the worldly inclination and the
relinquishment. They have no purity, no ethics, and no truth.

Exposition — Persons with a devilish nature and a limited intellect do not realize
all their lives as to what they should do and what they shouldn’t. They do not get
even a gleam of the immensity that is latent within them. Competencies of their
mind continue to remain dormant, which is why knowledge eludes them and they
do not attain purity. Not knowing the truth of life, their life gets consumed for
nothing.
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asatyam apratistham te
jagad ahur anisvaram
aparasparasambhitam

kim anyat kamahaitukam [8]
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Translation — They expound that this world is false, it has no basis, it is without
God and is purported for an objective that issues from involuntary mutual
interplay, and nothing else.

Exposition — People with a limited intellect, do not get even a gleam of the
unmanifest Time that manifests this creation due to their dormant consciousness,
and presume that this creation has resulted from the union of male and female
and a combination of different chemicals. The principal interest in the life of such
persons is sexual enjoyment. They consider the reminiscences of the Time-
Conscious great persons about the unmanifest God, which provide a hint towards
the Supreme Being, as false and to be a flight of imagination. With an intellect
that has no reach beyond the body, they presume that the fulfillment of desires
achieved through the sense organs is the only truth. They cannot even think that
there is a world beyond the senses.
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etam drstim avastabhya
nastatmano ‘lpabuddhayah
prabhavanty ugrakarmanah
ksayaya jagato’hitah [9]

Translation — Those clouded with such vision, with a degenerated nature and
with little intelligence, perform hostile and cruel acts and are born to destroy the
world.

Exposition — Such fools experience pleasure in causing the maximum possible
damage to the adversary who causes any obstruction in the fulfilment of their
sensuous desires. Such cruel beings are born time and again in this world only to
perish through the medium of death.
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kamam asritya dusplram
dambhamanamadanvitah
mohad grhitva ‘sadgrahan
pravartante ‘Sucivratah [10]

Translation — Full of hypocrisy, ego and insanity, and taking refuge in the
desires that cannot be satiated in any way, those with impure habits behave at
the behest of false compulsions that are inspired by delusion.

Exposition — Those who have a preference only for sexual enjoyments perform
all their acts only for its fulfilment. Desires of such dullards always remain
unfulfilled. Deluded with fulfilling their unfulfilled desires, these devilish people
get involved in the rituals of propitiating ghosts and spirits or they become
devotees of the propitiators of ghosts, and cherish a hope of fulfilling their own
desires through their medium. Such fools consider the procedures of propitiating
ghosts and spirits to be the great spiritual discipline.
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cintam aparimeyam ca
pralayantam upasritah
kamopabhogaparama
etavad iti niscitah [11]

Translation — With infinite anxieties that remain until death, they remain

engaged in sexual gratification. They are those who believe this to be the be-all
and end-all of everything.

Exposition — Such people, on account of their narrow mentality, remain in
anxiety all their life due to their fear of death. Fantasizing about the pleasures of
sexual relations, they consider that alone to be supreme. They think of
themselves as the great intellectuals by expounding that the sexual act is at par
with the delight of knowing the unmanifest Brahma.
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asapasasatair baddhah
kamakrodhaparayanah
Thante kamabhogartham
anyayena ‘rthasamcayan [12]

Translation — Bound by hundreds of bonds of hope, such lustful and angry

persons, desiring sense gratification, make efforts to amass wealth by unjust
means.

Exposition — In the hope of fulfilling their many desires, these people, trapped
in the cobweb of desires are angered when these are not fulfilled. They presume
that more wealth will bring better fulfillment of their desires. Such foolish, devilish

people, in greed of amassing more and more wealth, readily execute the most
heinous of crimes with utmost ease.
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idam adya maya labdham
imam prapsye manoratham
idam asti ‘dam api me
bhavisati punar dhanam [13]

Translation — I have procured this today, I shall fulfill that longing, I possess so
much wealth, and I shall procure even more.

Exposition — Such persons are always planning, "I have enjoyed this today, I
shall have even better enjoyment tomorrow. I have earned this much wealth
today, I shall have even more wealth in future. I shall show the whole world that
I am the greatest person in the entire world. All those who do not recognize my
greatness are fools.” They consume their life in such fatuous imaginations.
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hanisye ca ‘paran api
1Svaro ‘*ham aham bhogi
siddho *ham balavan sukhi [14]

Translation — I have killed this enemy, I shall kill others too, I am the Supreme
God, I am the enjoyer, I am enlightened, and I am mighty and happy.

Exposition — Presuming themselves to be great, they consider anybody who
even slightly obstructs the fulfillment of their desires as their enemy, and are
filled with pride my eliminating or defeating him. Presuming themselves to be the
mightiest they continue to make pompous statements of their greatness and ask
if anybody is there to defeat them. “"Who in this world is as great as I? Who has
enjoyed pleasures like me? It is me all the way - the mightiest and the most
intelligent. I am exceedingly happy and who else is as happy as I?”
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adhyo ‘bhijanavan asmi

ko ‘nyo ‘sti sadr$o maya
yaksye dasyami modisya
ity ajfidanavimohitah [15]

Translation — "I am wealthy and high born. Who else is there like me? I shall
perform yajna, give in charity and celebrate in joy”; distracted in this manner by
ignorance.

Exposition — The foolish take pride in assuming the traditions of their family
lineage as being the best. They become more insanely perverse by hearing their
praise from other fools who have some expectations from them. They come under
the influence of karmakandi® wage-earner, so-called scholars, and on hearing
some statements of false praise from them, perform some yajna, charity etc. and
thereby provide extra food to their false pride.
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anekacittavibhranta
mohajalasamavrtah
prasaktah kamabhogesu
patanti narake ‘Sucau [16]

Translation — With a mind confused in several ways, trapped in the cobwebs of
delusion and obsessively attached to sexual gratification, they plummet into the
sinful hell.

Exposition — Confined in physical limitations, having a predilection for the
senses, busy in fulfilling their urges, trapped in the cobwebs of delusion, and
thinking of the sexual act as the only pleasure, such persons consume
themselves, and with their crooked mentality, plummet into the sinful hell in fear
when death presents itself.
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atnasanbhavutah stabdha
dhanamanamadanvitah
yajante namayajfais te
dambhena ‘vidhiplrvakam [17]

Translation — Egoistic, proud, full of conceit and insanity due to plenty, they
pretentiously worship by untraditional Nama yajnaZ.

Exposition — The passionate, who sketch false conceptions of self-adoration and
admire themselves on earning even small riches, being full of desires, they
sacrifice themselves in the fires of anger.

3B et 4 hrH e o GHET: |

HIHICHY (@2t legblfdlb‘w{j\q*’hl: | RC 1|

ahanikaram balam darpam
kdmam krodham ca samsritah
mam atmaparadehesu
pradvusanto ‘bhyastyakah [18]

Translation — Having taken shelter in egoism, pride, covetousness and anger,

spiteful to others, they are the ones who envy Me present in their own bodies and
in others.

Exposition — Charring their life in the fires of anger and always annoyed in an
express urge to fulfill their desires, such persons are always prone to blame
others. They cannot even think of Vasudev who resides in their heart.
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tan aham dvusatah kraran
samsaresu naradhaman
ksipamy ajasram asubhan
asurisv eva yonisu [19]

Translation — Time and again I cast those envious, inauspicious, cruel, vile
humans in the demonic wombs.

Exposition — Such inauspicious, self-despising vile persons are unable to know
the true character of the Time by awakening their immensity. Thereby they
remain afraid of death all their life, and after experiencing hell after death are
born once again in the family of demonic characters.
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asurim yonim apanna
mudha janmani-janmani

2 Continuous muttering of praise
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mam aprapyai ‘va kaunteya
tato yanty adhamam gatim [20]

Translation — Oh Kounteya! Those fools do not reach Me, but acquiring demonic
wombs birth after birth, reach an increasingly perverse destiny.

Exposition — Such fools with dormant consciousness undergo hellish torture
after death again and again and are born again and again in the families with the
vilest of vile mentality.
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trividham narakasye ‘dam
dvaram nasanam atmanah
kamah krodhas tatha lobhas
tasmad etat trayam tyajet [21]

Translation — Lust, anger and avarice are three self-destructing separate
doorways to hell; therefore all three should be given up.

Exposition — Self-flattering sciolists with a dormant consciousness do not realize
that there are three tendencies that are the cause of all the sorrows of their life
and which prevent them from having an experience of the divine immensity of
their mind. The first is their preference for sexual acts and their engagement in
planning the fulfillment of various petty desires, second is their greed to store
more and more wealth for the fulfillment of those desires, and the third is to
continue to burn in anger when that greed is unfulfilled. These three main
tendencies hide the divine immensity that remains latent within them. They enter
hell after their death through these very doorways of lust, anger and avarice.
Those, who progress towards the immensity by recognizing the limitations,
endeavor to give up these three main circumscribing tendencies.
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etair vimuktah kaunteya
tamodvarais tribhir narah
acaraty atmanah $reyas
tato yati param gatim [22]

Translation — Oh Kounteya! A person, who is free from these three doorways
that lead to darkness, adopts practices of self-propitiation and thereby reaches
the ultimate destiny.

Exposition — A person, who discerns these three doorways to hell that hold him
limited in the body and keep him attached to the objects of senses, becomes free
from their attraction by knowing them. He performs a valorous practice of yoga to
awaken the dormant immensity of his mind. By awakening the immensity of his
mind by the valorous practice of yoga, he concentrates that into the unmanifest
imperishable, brilliance of all brilliance, the Time and becomes one with It by
knowing Its true character.
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yah sastravidhim utsrjya
vartate kamakaratah

na sa siddhim avapnoti

na sukham na param gatim [23]

Translation — He, who violates the sacred precepts and adopts practices of his
own choice, neither attains fulfillment nor the Supreme Destiny nor happiness.

Exposition — A person who violates procedures in scriptural precepts and
presumes the wisdom of the scriptures as a mere flight of imagination out of
conceit, remains trapped in lust, anger and avarice. He is not able to get rid of
fear in his lifetime nor is able to know the unmanifest beyond death. He cannot
even experience happiness all his life.
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tasmacchastram pramanam te
karyakaryavyavasthitau
jhatva sastravidhanoktam
karma kartum iha ‘rhasi [24]

Translation — Know that only the scriptural precepts are authoritative in a
situation concerning appropriate and inappropriate actions, and act according to
the dictates of the scriptures.

Exposition — Words give us the superb gift of memory. All the scriptures that
were authored are the personal experiences of the ancient great persons that
were preserved through the medium of words for future generations. Those great
sages, who, by their establishment in the consciousness of the Void, had a direct
experience of the brilliance of all brilliance, the Time, they, out of their
compassion for the future progeny, preserved in the memory through the
medium of words, that entire knowledge about how they perceived the Time by
developing their consciousness; this was for the cause of all those who would be
willing to understand these signals in the future.

Thus ends the sixteenth chapter named Deva-Asur-Sampad Vibhag Yoga in the
Upanishad of the Shrimadbhagavad Gita, Brahma-Vidhya (the discipline of
knowing the Absolute), the yogic scripture, and the dialogue between Arjuna and
Lord Krishna.
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